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Citybeat 

Profile 

Leading indicator 

Brescia's dynamic young principal is determined 
to help young women find their voice 



Principal Colleen Hanycz has guided Brescia College 
to a higher profile in London and beyond 


WITH ITS COMMANDING HILLTOP perch on the western side of the UWO 
campus, Brescia College has always been easy to spot. Funny thing is, even 
though many people could tell you where it is, the average Londoner never 
really knew very much about Brescia. Then Colleen Hanycz came to town 
three years ago and the chatter started happening. 

Brescia’s young principal, as comfortable on Twitter as she is in the board- 
room, has made it her mission to promote Canada’s only all- women’s college 
more visibly here in London and beyond. “One of the things I brought to this 
role was a conviction that we need to tell our story a lot better than we’ve 
done over the past 90 years,” says Hanycz. “Certainly the Ursuline sisters who 
started Brescia in 1919 were very amazing women. But they were modest.” 

And for this reason, Hanycz explains, people have not understood the real 
Brescia. She recalls her shock when first reviewing marketing data that 
revealed many considered the college to be stuffy and old-fashioned. “I 
remember saying, ‘That’s just not true. That’s not what’s going on here.’” 

Brescia has always attracted students with its special-interest programs and 
small-size classes, with an incredible 14-to-one student-teacher ratio. Now, 
however, marketing materials also buzz with talk of Brescia’s unique leader- 
ship development opportunities. Not that leadership at Brescia is anything 
new, Hanycz says. We’re just going to be hearing lots more about it. 

“Our focus on leadership is very dear to my heart," says Hanycz, who herself 
was an avid student government participant and credits her family members 
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with providing great leadership role mod- 
els. She’s also a former Osgoode law pro- 
fessor who remembers being surprised by 
the number of women there who did not 
regularly participate in discussions. “I 
thought, why are these women, who often 
have better answers than much of what is 
being aired in the class, not speaking up?” 

Since then, she’s been determined to 
help Brescia’s young women find their 
voice. “There is truly an opportunity here 
for us to mentor, form and guide the next 
generation of leaders.” 

Drive by the campus these days and you 
can’t miss vivid signage declaring, “Brescia 
Bold. Choose to Lead”. The college’s 
alumni magazine was recently re-named 
Bold, and it tagged its strategic plan Living 
Leadership. In addition, its Girls Lead 
summer day camp has never been more 
popular. 

Next semester, Hanycz will find herself 
back in the classroom teaching a leader- 
ship course as part of the college’s interdis- 
ciplinary leadership studies program. 

“Typically, you will see leadership pro- 
grams in business schools,” she says. “But 
our view of leadership is that it’s not just 
owned by business. In fact, looking at 
leadership through different lenses is a 
very interesting academic study.” 

Brescia is making leadership a key part 
of the university experience outside of the 
classroom as well. “They are given oppor- 
tunities to stretch themselves in ways they 
didn’t think they could stretch,” Hanycz 
says of her students, adding that Brescia 
places them in volunteer agencies 
throughout the city and offers the chance 
to sit on college committees. 

From her Osgoode law days, Hanycz re- 
members one student in particular. She 
was a young woman who shone with con- 
fidence, unlike many of her peers. Turns 
out she had graduated from Brescia. “It’s 
just the way we were taught,” the student 
explained to Hanycz of the way her Brescia 
education instilled such self-assurance. 

Now, if Hanycz has her way, Brescia will 
continue grooming women just like this 
special student — and be trumpeting about 
it as well, mary hah 
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Citybeat 

10 Things 

Sandra 

Maniago 


The fashion designer and 
founder of activewear label 
Loko Sport shares 1 0 things 
she can't live without 


V My favourite retail store 

Kingsmill's. I have wonderful childhood memories of 
shopping there, especially at Christmas. I respect their 
commitment to quality, and I was thrilled when they 
agreed to carry my activewear line. 


VL My favourite 
television show 

k The Big Bang Theory. I love the 

banter, the humour and the way 
the characters are finding 
their way in life. It's intel- 
ligent, witty and makes me 
laugh out loud. 

y VII. My favourite 
piece of memorabilia 

My Snoopy doghouse. Snoopy is 
ying on top of his doghouse contemplat- 
ing life. I've taken that with me through the 
years to different homes and cities. 


Vffl. My favourite piece of furniture 

A burgundy leather armchair that sits in front of 
my fireplace. I love curling up in it, especially on 
a cold winter's night. 


DC My favourite decadent indulgence 

Good chocolate! I'm a chocoholic. I hide it around 
the house and find a new hiding spot every time my 
kids find it. 

X. My favourite piece of technology 

My BlackBerry. I can't live without it, especially 
the calendar. My husband jokes with me, 
"BlackBerry, tell me what to do." 


I. My clothing obsession 

My own clothing line, Loko 
Sport! Since childhood I've 
always made my own clothes. 
After graduating from Ryerson's 
fashion design program, I knew 
I would design my own line. 


II. Where I go to escape 

The gym. Exercise keeps me balanced 
and it's a great stress reducer. It's an hour 
I spend on me. 


III. My favourite neighbourhood 

Byron. I love the park, mature trees and 
the biking and walking trails. It's so scenic. 

I love a neighbourhood with a lot of children 
in it— they bring a fun energy. That's why we 
bought our house here. 


IV My favourite comfort food 

My mother's homemade gnocchi. I've never 
had any as good as hers. Each morsel is delicious. 
It takes a long time to make gnocchi— a true labour 
of love. 
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City Sleuth 




I'VE NOTICED LONDON POLICE CARS 
WITH ARABIC WRITING ON THE SIDE. 
WHAT'S THE STORY? 


CORRECT YOU ARE. Some London police 
cars do have Arabic writing on them. But 
spend some time driving our streets and 
you'll likely see police cars embossed with 
Persian, Polish, Vietnamese and several 
other languages other than English. 

In each instance, the writing translates 
into "Police", and the London Police Service 
has been outfitting its cruisers with these "in- 
terpretive language" decals for about four 
years now. 

"It represents the different cultures in 
London and shows that we're a multi-cultur- 
al city," says Constable Dennis Rivest, who 
handles corporate communications and 
public relations for the police. "When we 
first started doing this, there were reactions 
both positive and negative." 

The police decided to feature the differ- 
ent languages to help create an inclusive 
and welcoming atmosphere for newcom- 
ers to the city. And while languages were 
selected based on London's top immigrant 
groups, it's interesting to note the absence 
of a Spanish decal. Why? It was deemed 
that "Policia" was close enough. 

Rivest isn't sure if other police services in 
the province are doing something similar, 
but, he says, "We're pretty innovative here." 

HAVE A CITY CONUNDRUM? SEND CITY SLEUTH 
QUESTIONS TO: editorial@londoncitylife.ca 
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Citybeat 


Drink: Tom Kehoe 


That's the spirit! 


Get set for seasonal entertaining with festive additions to your holiday bar 


LIKE MANY OTHER LONDONERS, my wife and I do a lot of entertain- 
ing over the holiday season. We have hosted an annual open house 
in our neighbourhood for years, always with copious amounts of 
food and drink, but always too with one overriding theme — no- 
body, but nobody, drinks and drives. 

TTae holidays are about sharing, and with the vast amounts and 
styles of foods usually on offer when socializing with friends and 
family, I like to open a couple of special wines. And because many 
holiday gatherings put an emphasis on social mingling accompa- 
nied by an assortment of appetizers, the natural predisposition 
toward casual conversation means people are generally not con- 
cerned about wine in itself (although I may pop a great Bordeaux 
or two anyway!). 

ITALIAN SPARKLE 

Though still wines have their own number of takers (and it is a 
big number for sure), the sparkling wine is more reminiscent of 
holidays and creates the bubbly feel, which kind of suits the 
revelry. 

One of the wines I like to greet people with is a prosecco, a ver- 
satile sparkling white wine from the Veneto region of northern 
Italy. Casual and a great sipper on its own, the prosecco (or glera) 
grape produces a light, fruity bubbly that is great accompaniment 
to a wide variety of seasonal appetizers — everything from shrimp 
and scallops to goat cheese, tempura and spicy sides. 

Italy also offers Moscato D’Asti, produced mainly in the Province 
of Asti in the Piedmont region of northern Italy. Moscato D’Asti 
is a delicious, semi-sweet, low-alcohol wine that is “frizzante”, 


meaning slightly sparkling. It pairs wonderfully with many dessert 
dishes, and for something fun and truly unique, try serving it with 
biscotti for dipping! 

ICE, ICE BABY 

If serving an apple dessert or fresh fruit dish, consider an ice cider, 
an intriguing alternative to late-harvest wines. 

Borrowing a page from renowned ice wine makers in Niagara and 
British Columbia’s Okanagan Valley, a number of Quebec’s craft 
cider producers — centred in the Eastern Townships southeast of 
Montreal — came up with the idea of letting their apples hang late 
into the autumn. The aromas and flavours are transformed as the 
apples over-ripen and naturally concentrate in the cold. Once 
fermented, the syrupy liquid yields an ultra-rich, amber-coloured 
indulgence that can be literally ethereal. 

SWEET MEMORIES 

Liqueurs are certainly suited to the holidays, and the LCBO has 
plenty to offer, including a recently introduced nutty liqueur im- 
ported from Italy for the holiday season. Called Pisa, the unmistak- 
able bottle slants just like the tower and pours a very alluring 
combination of hazelnuts, almonds and pistachios that is delightful 
with coffee. 

One of my favourite liqueurs at this time of year is Pama 
Pomegranate Liqueur. Made with all-natural California pomegran- 
ate juice, premium vodka and a touch of tequila, its lush flavour — 
and bright red in colour — lends itself to a variety of holiday cocktail 
recipes. 

TOM KEHOE IS A CERTIFIED SOMMELIER RESIDING IN LONDON. 

HECAN BE REACHEDATTKEHOE63@ROGERS.COM 


BLU GIOVELLO 
PROSECCO 



Italy | $ 14.95 

Pale straw in colour, dry and 
lively sparkling wine with 
hints of minerality and fla- 
vours of apple, pears and 
pineapple. Great on its 
own or try wit soft cheeses 
or delicate seafood dish- 
es. LCBO 85316 


DOMAINE PINNACLE ICE CIDER PISA LIQUEUR 

Quebec | $24.95 Italy | $28.95 



Golden in colour with a great 
mouth feel and flavours of 
apples, pears, peaches and 
other white fruit combined with 
richness of honey. Not a wine, 
but similar in style to a late- 
harvest Riesling or Vidal. This 
unique product is tremendous 
with fresh pears, chocolate 
or any apple-based desserts. 
LCBO 94094 



Copper in colour, an 
alluring combination of 
almonds, hazelnuts and 
pistachios meld togeth- 
er to provide a softer 
and less-sticky sensation 
than often seen in other 
nut liqueurs. Sip on its 
own or in coffee. LCBO 
254649 
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An artist opens the door to a lifetime tradition 

and a colourful past BY MARY ANN COLIHAN 


FOR MANY LONDONERS, Christmas decorations include a nativity scene to 
celebrate the wonder of the Christ child’s humble birth. The nativity scene tradition 
originated in Italy in the 1 200s when St. Francis of Assisi had a manger scene built to 
use as a live, three-dimensional backdrop for his Christmas mass. 

Gabriella Cristiani, who was bom in Varese, Italy, in 1931, has always celebrated 
Christmas with a presepio — a sort of nativity scene extraordinaire. “The presepio is 
made with scenes of real, everyday life that you would see around the town,” she says. 

Cristiani says Naples, Italy is known for its devotion to presepio as an art form. “They 
are incredible pieces of work,” she says. “They even use the vines of tomatoes and garlic 
and onion.” 



Though Cristiani is largely self-taught, 
her creative genius carries over to a wide 
range of mediums. “I started to draw as a 
child and I loved making puppets and 
marionettes and I made them for my 
children, and grandchildren and now great 
grandchildren,” she says. 

As a young married woman, Cristiani 
moved from her native Italy to Nigeria 
and then to London, England. After a 
divorce, she found the Greek island of 
Corfu. “I could not take the climate in 
London, and why live there when there is 
a place like Corfu?” she says. 



Gabriella 
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She opened a restaurant to pay for her 
idyllic lifestyle, and this led to her sec- 
ond — happy — marriage to Stefano Prifti. 
“Because of local laws I needed a Greek 
partner,” says Cristiani. “I met him 
through friends. He was honest, capable 
and could entertain people.” 

The couple rented an old, out-of-the- 
way Venetian villa, and slowly customers 
found their door. For over 20 years they 
were a great success and customers includ- 
ed Albert Finney, Paul McCartney and 
the literary Durrell family — Gabriella’s 
particular favourites. 

But the island idyll ended. “My husband 
became very sick and the business went to 
the dogs,” she says. After he died, Cristiani 
eventually left Corfu to live with her 
daughter’s family in Halifax, and then to 
London two years ago. 


In addition to her annual presepio, Cristiani's artisitc endeavours include needlepoint rugs 
and weaved wall hangings that resemble textured paintings 


Her artwork shows skill in colour, 
design and execution. Cristiani makes 
intricate needlepoint rugs of her own de- 
sign, weaves wall hangings that look like 
textured paintings and crafts appliqued 
folk art pieces that capture the beauty of 
her homes in Halifax and Corfu, 
whether it’s the snow and architec- 
ture of the Maritimes or the sun and 
olive trees of the Mediterranean. “I 
am an artisan, not an artiste,” she says 
modestly. 

Fabric is her forte, and though each 
piece appears intricate she works with- 
out a pattern. Her daughter, architect 
Christiane McAlister, points to an 
appliqued flower field full of bright 
yellow scraps “I really love her 
patchwork pieces,” she says. “You 
never know what bits of clothes 


will end up — like your mom’s apron or 
your grandfather’s vest. They add another 
layer of significance.” 

Cristiani downplays her presepio. She 
made some of the buildings in Halifax 
using recycled Styrofoam packaging, and 
others of cork in Corfu, but wants to re-do 
some of them. “Oh, they are becoming 
unglued,” she says. 

Every year she brings out village figures 
from Italy that have traveled the world 
with her. And to lend the presepio a local 
element, she brings in greenery from their 
lovely North London property. 

She says the presepio lasts until January 
6, also known as the Twelfth Night and 
the Feast of the Epiphany, which cele- 
brates the arrival of the Three Wise Men. 
“Then,” she insists, “it should all come 
down.” id 
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Community 



The result of a decade-long funding 
journey, the London Clay Art Centre 
becomes a showpiece for Old East 

redevelopment BY LINDA SIMPSON 

FOUNDED IN 1981, the London Potters Guild 
can trace its roots to a small group of potters who 
met for nearly a decade in the art room of Sir 
Frederick Banting Secondary School. It is often 
noted that Mary Haggis, one of three founding 
members (and mother of award-winning film- 
maker Paul Haggis) had always expressed a desire 
for the Guild to have its own, permanent home. 


By the early 2000s, the guild had been firmly 
established in the East Lions Artisans Centre for 
several years, a building it shared with several oth- 
er artisan groups. But frustration was mounting 
over a lack of space — it was allotted about 800 
square feet — and the resulting difficulty in running 
a wide range of workshops and classes that were 
growing in popularity. 

A bold decision was cast: The guild’s board of 
directors moved to raise the necessary money to 
purchase and retrofit their own building. A com- 
mittee was struck, and the “Seize the Clay” cam- 
paign was bom. 

The wish-list was lengthy, and included a major 
thoroughfare location, a loading dock for ease of 
material transportation, a retail area to sell their 
work and plenty of room for future expansion. 
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In addition to ample artistic and classroom 
space, the main floor of the London Clay Art 
Centre also featues a retail showroom 


Seize the Clay committee chairperson 
Darlene Pratt recalls the initial reaction 
to the group’s lofty ambition. It was any- 
thing but optimistic. “You’re just little,” 
was a common refrain, she says. “What 
makes you think you’re going to suc- 
ceed?” 

Undeterred, the group pushed on, set- 
ting an initial fundraising goal of $500,000 
that, in short fashion, was adjusted to re- 
flect the more realistic requirement of 
about $1 million. Dinners and other fund- 
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Both Dundas and King St. entrance now open 
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both the architectural, historical and cul- 
tural heritage of the city.” 

The art centre was also the first 
commercial building in the city with geo- 
thermal heating and cooling systems, 
designed and installed by Macfadyen 
Design and HAP Mechanical Services. 

Another highlight of the 
building is a stained glass 
^ window, found by workers 
I in one of the walls during 
I renovation on the ground 
I floor. 

With the first floor com- 
plete, Pratt says restoration 
to the front fafade will be- 
gin this winter and be 
completed by spring. 

“We plan to fully restore 
it to about 1910,” she says. 
“We have some photo- 
graphs from that era and 
they’re gorgeous. We’re re- 
ally chomping at the bit to 
restore that [facade]. 

“Once the front is restored it will serve 
as a showcase for Old East and draw more 
people to London Clay Art Centre. It will 
also serve as an example to surrounding 
property owners of the value of heritage 
preservation.” 

Plans for the second floor, which the 
Guild hopes to finish by the end of 201 2, 
include introducing natural light to a 
space that will be largely open to allow it 
to be easily modified to meet the needs of 
differing program streams. It will also 
include washrooms, an administrative of- 
fice, a kitchen and meeting 
space and a lounge. 

“We are creating an insti- 
tution that will have a long- 
term and profound impact 
on the community,” sums 
up Pratt. “London Clay Art 
Centre is much, much more 
than bricks and mortar. It is 
a cultural, architectural, ar- 
tistic and historic legacy we 
should all celebrate and be 
proud of.” td 


Community 


Restoration work on the 664 
Dundas Street East building 
uncovered several surprises, 
including stain glass windows 
that have been restored 
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raising efforts were deployed, a Trillium 
Grant supported the hiring of a campaign 
director and a “Case for Support” state- 
ment was crafted to help funders realize 
the guild’s vision. 

By November of 2007, just as a perma- 
nent guild home was looking especially 
far away, Pratt recalls getting a call about 
a building at 664 Dundas 
Street East. Originally con- 
structed in 1886, it had 
been vacant for a number of 
years, and in the past had 
housed a butcher shop, bi- 
cycle shop, jewelry store 
and small department store. 

The last time its second 
floor was operational was in 
1983. 

In other words, it was a 
perfect fit. 

“From that second on- 
ward, we have been [work- 
ing] non-stop,” says Pratt. 

“There are thousands of hours of volun- 
teer work involved. You have to have 
tenacity to make this stuff happen.” 

By mid March 2008, after securing 
fundraising commitments from the city, 
province and countless individuals, and 
securing a mortgage with Libro Financial, 
the London Potters Guild became the 
new owners of 664 Dundas Street. And by 
September of 2009, following countless 
hours of volunteer labour to renovate the 
first floor, the London Clay Art Centre 
was open for business. 

“We’ve restored a building that other- 
wise would have perhaps completely 
fallen to ruin,” says Pratt. “It 
was in pretty bad shape 
when we bought it. We’re 
doing a service to the com- 
munity. We’re resurrecting 
a building and enhancing 
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GOOD INTENTIONS are 

NOT ENOUGH... Making the right 
eldercare choices for you or your loved 
one takes time, research and in-depth 
knowledge. 

Seniors Access is a professional care 
management firm specializing in helping 
seniors and their caregivers. 

We offer the expert guidance and support 
caregivers need to make informed 
decisions about home care, legal issues 
like wills and estates, funding programs, 
seniors housing options or navigating the 
hospital system. 

Our Care Managers have the knowl- 
edge caregivers need to help provide the 
proper guidance, and are 
equipped with the industry 
expertise to make the pro- 
cess easier. We provide a 
host of services geared to 
helping you make the best 
possible decisions for your 
situation and avoid the com- 
mon pitfalls. 

Relocation assistance - 

did you know that long 
term care homes can have 
serious complaints against 
them, yet still operate? 

Or that retirement homes 
can misdirect you with 
misleading information 
about their care? Seniors 
Access can help direct you 

as to which questions to ask and which homes best meet your spe- 
cific needs. We can also coordinate the details of a move, including 
arranging for movers, junk removal, cleaning, etc. 


Home Care Assistance. - If your goal is to 
stay independent in your own home, we are here 
to help. Our Care Managers can help you to ar- 
range, organize, schedule, train and monitor care 
staff so that you can be assured that your loved 
one is in good hands. We also offer connections 
to services to get you the best service possible 
on home adaptations and equipment compa- 
nies. 

Help with legal issues and access to funding 

- Our Care Managers can help to guide you 
through legal issues such as wills, power of at- 
torney, and end of life decision making. We can 
also help you to navigate which funding pro- 
grams you may be entitled to. 


Support Services - As a caregiver, you need to take care of 
yourself. Our Social Workers, counselors and resource centre 
is available to you to educate, unwind and make lasting friend- 
ships with others. 

If you or someone you know is struggling with eldercare 
decisions, contact us today for a free consultation. 519-495-4277 
www.seniorsaccess.com. 

WE ARE HERE FOR YOU, EVERY STEP OF THE WAY. 



519 - 495.4277 


www.seniorsaccess.com 
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With'lsest' wishes for a happy holiday s'eason, 
London Citylife presents The Best of the Season... 
a collection of outstanding gift ideas for everyone 
on your list — all available at our city's finest retailers, 


IT'S THAT TIME OF YEAR AGAIN, the time to 
be thankful for all the goodwill you've received 
throughout the year and the time to be hopeful 
for all the good fortune the new year may bring. 




Wish List 

Unique collection of rings, 
necklaces, pendants and 
bracelets. 

Custom designs available. 
We also carry troll beads and 
Citizen eco-drive watches. 



\ 



v 


KARAT GOLD 


Karat Gold 
Talbot Centre 
519-673-4955 

Monday - Friday 10-5 • Saturdays in December 10-2 



Everyone dreams of something special for the 
Holidays. TLC London can help make your 
Laser Vison Correction dreams come true. 


To book your complimentary 
Lasik consultation call 

519-438-2020 


Must-Haves 


FIRST... 

Treat yourself 
to a Shellac 
manicure that 
lasts 2+ weeks! 


These two services together are great 
for any occasion or just an everyday 
healthy look. 

ITS ALL 
ABOUT — 


tlg: 

Laser Eye Centers 



THEN... 

Get a natural healthy glow with 
a UV-free VersaSpa Spray Tan 


^ Mention this ad and receive 

■ 25% off when you get both services. 

m. ^ ■ All esthetics services offered. 

Esthetics & Nailcare ■ Qi/tcerti/i cates available. 

. , , . . 519-645-SKIN (7546) 

www.itsahaboutmeesthetics.com ' ' 


Come see what 
we’ve got cooking. 


foodandshops.com 


TALBOT 

CENTRE 

Richmond and Fullarton 
Monday - Friday 8-5 










▲ CUSTOM FIT 

Beautifully designed hand crafted jewellery. 

Choose from our ready-made pieces or create your own. 
Make this the Holiday she won't forget... 

Hours Tues. to Sat. 10-6 after hours by appointment. 

Open Monday 10-6 for the holidays, starting December 5. 

ENDO JEWELLERS 

713 Richmond St. 519-642-3247 

www.endojewellers.com 


T FRENCH INSPIRATION 

A wave of fashion from Itoly and France including the exclusive 
collection of Kesslord handbags. Gift Certificates Available. 

Donna’s Apparel & Accessories 
430 Richmond St. 519-858-8618 
www.donnasapparel.com 




WRAPPED UP 

Happy Holidays from all of us at Saffron Road. Let us help you look 
and feel your best this holiday season. Thank you far your continued 
support by choosing to shop locally on Richmond Row. 

Saffron Road 577 Richmond St. 

519-673-3406 www.saffronroad.ca 
www.saffronroadstyle.wordpress.com 




facebook.com/tribalmountain 


TRIBAL 
MOUNTAIN 
TRADE 


Shop where worlds and cultures meet. 
Mexican hoodies $20. Koochee socks, 
hand knit in Afganistan with reclaimed 
yarn, $18 a pair. 


575 Richmond 
St. 519-432-3646 
Masonville Place 
519-601-6150 



▲ SOMETHING SPECIAL 

Great fashions and gifts for that someone special on your list 
from Tribal, Part Two, Jackpot, J.P. Evolution, Not Your Daughter's 
Jeans, Glima, Sao Paulo and more. Choose from our unique 
collection of scarves, socks, slippers, gloves, jewellery, belts, bags 
and Christmas ornaments. Gift Certificates Available. 

La Jolie Jupe Ltd. 

642 Richmond St. (south of Pall Mall) 519-438-2241 
Mon.-Thurs.&Sat.10-6 • Fri. 10-8 • Sun. 12-4 (Only in Dec.) 






▲ YOU DRINK. ..WE DRIVE 


Plan ahead for you and your car's safe ride home this holiday 
season. Designated drivers 364 days a year. Competitive pricing 
by km's not time. We drive you in your vehicle home safely. 
Member of Better Business Bureau. 



5 Piece Card Sets $249 


▲ GREAT GIFT IDEAS 


Relax in the comfort of your home with a big floppy bean bag chair for Dad 
or one for the kids, available in three sizes and team colours. Choose from 
two different styles and three colours of card sets from Sun Country. 

The Table & Chair Co. 44 Meg Drive (at Exeter Rd.) 
519-668-1200 www.tableandchair.ca 


THE GIFT ► 
OF NATURE 

This Pinecone Suet Bird Feeder 
has incredible detail and handcrafted elegance. 
The pagoda-style roof provides protection from son 
and rain. The durable, cast aluminum construction 
is easy to fill and clean, and available in several 
designs and finishes. Attract woodpeckers, 
chickadees and morel Shop Featherfields this 
Christmas for Distinctive Gifts, Birdfeeders, and 
Garden Decor. 

Featherfields 
1570 Hyde Park Rd. 
519-474-1165 
6 Stanley St. 519-435-1488 
www.featherfields.com 




Orckestra London s 
Holiday Gift Pack 

4 for $ 99 

Any combination of tickets tor 
January-May concerts* for o nly $99* 

’Plus taxes & handling fee. Some restrictions apply. 

mlL. 


*(<0 





519-679-8778 / orchestralondon.ca 



▲ SARA SOHAN 

Our friendly and courteous staff, Marion, Carole, Karri, Carols Pearl, 
welcome you to Cherryhill's newest ladies fashion and accessories store. 
We offer a wide variety of unique items for "The Young at Heart". 
Canadian and European designs as well as jewelry from near and far. 

Sara Sohan Cherryhill Mall 301 Oxford St. W 
519-964-1006 www.sarasohan.com 





ROCKIN' 

CHRISTMAS 


Delight the little ones on your 
Christmas liist with this Solid Oak 
Rocking Horse. Handmade in North 
America from sturdy red oak. 
Come visit this Oak House for a 
bounty of solid wood treasures that 
will last a lifetime. 

This Oak House 
23225 Richmond St., N., Birr 
519-666-2662 
www.thisoakhouse.ca 







More than a decade 
after opening, Pasto's 
Grill proves to be a 
most imaginative— 
and unlikely— culinary 

hero BY CHRISTOPHER CLARK 





ALL GREAT DISHES INCLUDE a variety of 
competing tastes — sweet and sour, salty and bitter. 
Even a little-known fifth taste sensation: umami, 
which is described as the taste of protein, as in 
chicken soup, cooked tomato or aged cheese. 

Whatever they’re called, the best recipes include 
just the right amount of competing flavours to 
stimulate our complicated palates. If the mix isn’t 
rich enough, the dish tastes flat. If one taste domi- 
nates, it drowns out all subtlety and can’t hold our 
interest. 

Diners at Pasto’s Grill, located at the unlikely 
intersection of Colonel Talbot Road and Highway 
401, have no way of knowing how important this 


principle is behind the scenes at the 13 -year-old 
restaurant. It’s not just the dishes that rely on the 
delicate balance of competing tastes and styles. The 
restaurant itself relies on a similar balance between 
its two owners, a brother and sister duo who make 
Felix and Oscar look like the Winklevoss twins. 

“This is my brother, Peter,” says Natalie Zima, 
the 38-year-old general manager of both Pasto’s and 
Best Western Stoneridge Inn & Conference 
Centre. She is sitting in the restaurant, explaining 
how her parents bought a mn-down tmck stop in 
the mid-1990s and moved the whole family from 
Toronto to transform it into the successful hotel 
and restaurant it is today. 




Dining 


She speaks in direct, clipped sentences, smiling often but 
never for long, eager to make her point and move to the next 
question. She is, in a word, efficient, reflected as much in the 
way she talks as in the way she dresses — crisp blouse under a 
tailored pant suit. 

During the conversation, she refers often to her brother, 
Peter Johnson, who is the executive chef of the restaurant. 
She says they work well together because they have separate 
domains in which to work. They get along, but it’s helpful 
that he is at the restaurant while she spends the bulk of her 
time in the adjacent hotel. 



The bar and dining area 
is complemented by 
a tasteful selection of 
vintage Italian posters 
and black-and-white 
photography 

Backed by a select 
wine list, dinner menu 
selections include 
Mussels Portofino and 
handmade pizza 


He is self-taught, she says. He developed the menu with 
the help of their mother, Hope. Both their parents are still 
very involved with the business. It’s a true family affair. 

She has covered most aspects of the restaurant when the 
executive chef walks by. To a visitor, it is not at all obvious 
the executive chef is approaching. He’s not really walking so 
much as sauntering, and he’s wearing a baseball hat, the kind 
teenage boys wear with the flat bill pulled over to one side. 
His jeans are the kind you buy already faded and beaten up. 
He is, in a word, relaxed. 

“This is my brother, Peter,” she says, inviting him to sit 
down and talk. He does so immediately and is both friendly 
and forthright. They tease back and forth as they talk, shar- 



ing inside jokes and complimenting each 
other’s work. They seem to have a rela- 
tionship that has been strengthened by an 
earlier rivalry, something that brought 
them together eventually, if not right 
away. 

In 1996, when both kids were in their 
early 20s, their father, John, announced 
the family would be buying a truck stop on 
the 401 near London, something they 
could operate together. Natalie was still 
Natalie Johnson at that point and had just 
finished at U of T. 
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Was it unusual for her father to make 
such a bold decision and pronouncement? 
“No,” she says. “Not at all.” 

The original plan was to operate it as a 
truck stop, “so we drove through the U.S. 
and visited all kinds of truck stops to see 
what worked and to get ideas. We got back 
from that trip and decided we definitely 
would not run a tmck stop. We would de- 
velop a conference centre and focus on 
the corporate traveler.” 

Commuting from Toronto for 18 
months, that’s exactly what they did. The 



TITLE SPONSOR 


ED’S 


GARAGE 


Written by Dan Needles 


JANUARY 17 -FEBRUARY 4 


s small-town Ontario comedy re-unites the creative team behind the Wingfield series. 
Writer Dan Needles, Director Douglas Beattie and Actor Rod Beattie - along with 
a talented cast - bring all the nuts and bolts necessary for a gassed up tale: sage 
advice, a stolen barbecue and a boat race you won’t soon forget. 


519 . 672.8800 

grandtheatre.com 


O I THE ROYALCLIFFE 
Allegro | retirement residence 



Swim Passes Make Great Gifts! 

3 INDOOR POOLS 

• South London Pool ■ Carling Heights Pool 
* London Aquatic Centre 
GREAT RATES • SWIM LESSONS 
RECREATIONAL SWIM & FITNESS 

FOR INFO CALL 

519 - 661-4455 

TO REGISTER CALL 

519 - 661-5575 London 

CANADA 
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renovations were extensive, and in 1997, 
they opened Stoneridge Inn & Conference 
Centre. It wasn’t until 2000 that they 
joined the Best Western chain of hotels, 
“the best move we ever made,” Natalie 
says, acknowledging she was against the 
idea initially because she didn’t want to 
give up independence. 

A year after they opened the hotel, they 
opened Pasto’s. TTie goal from day one was 
to rise above the low-bar expectations of 
restaurants that inhabit mid-range hotels 
and conference centres. There are no 
waffle stations or four-slice bagel toasters 
sitting on a table, surrounded by tiny box- 
es of cereal and single-pack yogurt con- 
tainers especially designed for the 
conspicuous health nut. 

Pasto’s is a charming Italian restaurant 
that would do well on King Street, right 
next to La Casa or Abruzzi, if it were some- 
how possible to relocate it to London’s 
unofficial restaurant row. 

The Johnson family, which has 
Ukrainian roots on the mother’s side, has 
always loved Italy. The stunning black- 
and-white photos of Italy throughout the 
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restaurant come from the parents’ many 
trips there. 

It seats about 100 in a semi-circle shape 
that mirrors the lengthy bar along one side 
of the room. There are plans to expand 
next year by 40 or 50 seats, many of them 
in private areas that could be rented to 
bridal parties and other groups. 

Last fall, they opened the restored Rose 
Chapel across the street from the hotel 
and restaurant. Built in 1886, it’s a beauti- 
ful building that seats 120 for weddings 
and memorials. It’s a potentially large mar- 
ket, and adding some private dining areas 
for rehearsal dinners and related activities 
is a natural fit for the concept. 

The restaurant opens for breakfast, but 
only for guests. Diners are welcome for 
lunch or dinner. The lunch menu looks a 
lot like the dinner menu but features an 
array of sandwiches and wraps. The sand- 
wiches are replaced by a selection of grilled 
items at dinner — filet mignon, Tuscan rib- 
eye, veal and salmon. 

At lunch and dinner, there is a wide se- 
lection of salads, pastas and pizzas. 
Everything is made from scratch with the 


greatest care, says chef Peter, 36, who con- 
fesses to being a picky eater when he was 
young. “That’s why I started cooking be- 
cause I didn’t like the food the rest of my 
family was eating.” 

He and his mother work for months to 
come up with new dishes, and they are 
tested extensively before they ever appear 
on the menu. He is wary of removing 
items from the menu. Located in the mid- 
dle of nowhere, the restaurant is a true 
destination, and if someone drives up from 
St. Thomas or down from London, it’s dis- 
appointing if his favourite dish is no longer 
available. 

After years of earning a reputation for 
serving great food, against all expecta- 
tions, Pasto’s has reached critical mass. 
But that took most of its first 10 years to 
achieve, Natalie says. For many years, it 
was an uphill battle to entice people to 
make the drive, largely on faith. 

“When they discovered they could 
make an evening of it, we started to see 
more and more people coming,” she says. 
“And they told their friends and so on.” 
tCi 
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2012 IS RIGHT AROUND THE CORNER, 
and it's shaping up to be a great year 
to buy a new car in London. Whether 
you're shopping for a new sedan, 
coupe or convertible, 2012 has your 
car. You want an all-new luxury ride or 
a value-packed city car? Take a look at 
what 2012 has waiting for you. 

What follows is a quartet of the best, 
brightest and most exciting all-new 
2012 (and one 2013!) models. If there's 
nothing here that makes you want to 
put on your shopping shoes, then your 
driver's licence has expired. 



Fast, fashionable and hesty 

In 2007, Range Rover debuted a show vehicle called the LRX, which many enthusiasts ap- 
preciated, but then forgot: Range Rover, popular wisdom held, doesn't build vehicles that 
look like that. But now, here it is. The 2012 Range Rover Evoque, available at Land Rover of 
London, is decidedly upscale, a dramatic departure from the tall, tipsy-looking Range Rovers 
that are, nonetheless, absolutely unparalleled in off-road driving. 

The low, startlingly sleek Evoque is uncharacteristically style-first, function-second in design, 
and it works. Under the hood, the Evoque is powered by a 2-litre turbocharged four-cylinder 
engine. With 240 horsepower, acceleration is better than you'd expect, in part because of the 
perceptive six-speed automatic transmission, the surprisingly low weight, and the aluminum 
roof and hood. 

That engine, built in Spain, is similar to Ford's EcoBoost engine. The transmission comes 
from Japan, and the Evoque is built in England — truly an international effort. 

Available in two- and four-door configurations, the Evoque is certainly off-road capable, 
but it shines on the road, where it handles even twisting roads with enthusiasm. 

The Evoque is exceptionally well-equipped with everything you need, including leather 
upholstery and a panoramic glass roof with a power- 
operated blind, but there are plenty of options offered. 
A Dynamic Premium package includes an upgraded 
825-watt, 17-speaker sound system; xenon headlights, 
a blind spot monitor, external cameras, a navigation 
system, voice control and interior and exterior trim en- 
hancements. Other options include heated seats, steer- 
ing wheel and windshield, and 20-inch wheels . 

In a market absolutely packed with good premium 
SUVs, Rover moved to do something to call attention to 
itself, and with the Evoque, it's done exactly that. Expect 
to see a lot of them on the road. 
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Passion Play 

Using the spectacular setting of the 2011 
Pebble Beach Concours d'Elegance to show 
off the 2013 Lexus GS 350 mid-size luxury 
family sedan, Lexus got what it intended: an 
audience primed to be impressed. 

They weren't disappointed. The five-pas- 
senger 2013 Lexus GS 350, just by looks alone, 
is remarkably similar to the Lexus LF-Gh 
concept revealed at the New York Auto Show. 
Turning the concept into reality, the auto- 
maker says it also looked to the LFA Supercar 
and the high-performance IS F sedan. 

For family buyers looking fora luxury mid- 
size sedan with plenty of performance and all 
the latest bells and whistles, the 2013 Lexus 
GS 350, which will soon go on sale at Lexus of 
London, fits the wants-and-needs list. 

Long known as a luxury sports sedan, the 
tradition continues with the latest iteration 
of the GS 350. With its aerodynamic body, 
the newest GS 350 sits on an all-new plat- 
form, one that's nearly two inches wider 
and provides stiffer suspension for superior 
cornering. The GS 350 also boasts a quicker- 
shifting transmission, distinct engine and 
exhaust sounds and more supportive seats. 

The new GS is powered by an advanced 
3.5-litre V6 with dual Variable Valve Timing 
with intelligence (WT-i). At 306 horsepower, 
it is one of the most powerful base engines 
in the segment, as well as the only one with 
both port and direct injection. It propels 
the GS from 0-60 mph in 5.7 seconds and 
at the same time, fuel economy has been 
improved.Rear-wheel drive is standard, while 
all-wheel drive is available. 

On the inside, the 2013 GS 350 boasts 
a leather and brushed-chrome themed 
cabin designed around the driver and the 


driving experience. The seat frame was re- 
designed and the steering column archi- 
tecture changed to provide the driver with 
a more comfortable seating position, better 
forward visibility and overall command of 
the road. Rear-seat passengers benefit from 
increased headroom, legroom, knee room 
and foot space compared to the current- 
generation GS. 

Standard equipment includes enhanced 
Bluetooth connectivity with automatic 
Phonebook download and streaming au- 
dio, DVD audio and video compatibility, MP3 
sound enhancement, 5.1 Surround Sound, 
and a high-resolution eight-inch display 
screen. 

With the optional navigation system, GS 
350 buyers get an industry-first 12.3-inch, 
split-screen, high-resolution multi-media dis- 
play. Ten airbags are standard. 

In addition to the GS 350, the 2013 GS will 
be joined by a hybrid model and an available 
F Sport package launching early 2012. 


Confidence and Character 

"A wolf in wolf's clothing" is how Mercedes- 
Benz describes its new 2012 C-Class coupe. 

This is the first time the C-Class has offered 
a two-door body style and it's available at 
Mercedes-Benz London in three versions — 
from (not-so) mild to wild. They all are excep- 
tional looking cars, with a solid stance on the 
road and a quickly sloping rear roofline that 
differentiates them from the new four-door 
C-Class sedans. 

The C250 coupe is powered by a turbo- 
charged 1.8-litre inline-four. The C350 gets 
more performance from a 3.5-litre V6 and 
the C63 AMG has a choice of 6.2-litre V8s 
under the hood. 

The C350 definitely has more grunt, with 
its 3.5-litre V6 that makes 302 horsepower. 
When you hammer the throttle, the engine 
responds instantly with deep, throaty snarl. 
Ride and steering are also a little sharper 
because it comes standard with the dynamic 
handling package (an option on 250). 

Need even more speed? Then, the C63 
AMG version is the coupe for you — it's avail- 
able with either a 451 horsepower V8 or a 
481 horsepower version, with a top speed 
of 250 km/h. 

While AMG styling is standard on all mod- 
els, the C63 gets a special hood with twin 
power domes, flared front fenders, and AMG- 
specific front air dam, LED running lights, 
wheels, quad exhaust and a grille with single 
chrome bar instead of the double bar on 
C250 and 350. 

Interiors on all models are well appointed 
and handsome, with a choice of colours and 
fabrics. The individual front seats are com- 
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modious and have an easy entry feature to 
allow access to back seats that can accom- 
modate two average-size adults. Luggage 
capacity is a respectable 450 litres and the 
split rear seats fold flat to accept longer 
items. 

A panoramic sliding sunroof is standard, 
as are 11 airbags, power driver's seat with 
memory and attention assist to alert drivers 
when they are getting drowsy. 

Most optional accessories are available 
only in packages, but stand-alone items 
include heated seats and navigation system 
(C250), emergency calling system and rear- 
view camera (C350)and 19-inch multi-spoke 
alloy wheels (C63). 

A Taste of Italy 

Ever since June 2009, when Fiat took a 
controlling stake in Chrysler, it's been all but 
certain the Italian automaker would bring a 
version of its 500 to North America. It's finally 
here, and it's available at Fiat of London. 
The dealership, which has been temporarily 
housed at Oxford Dodge Chrysler Jeep, is set 
to give way to the brand new Fiat studio, to 
open at 1422 Fanshawe Park Road West (at 
Hyde Park Road). 

Fiat calls the 500's base trim Pop, with the 
Sport and Lounge serving as up-level mod- 
els. The Pop comes with 15-inch steel wheels, 
body-coloured side mouldings and chrome 
door handles. The Lounge and Sport have 
fog lights and alloy wheels. The Sport also 


has unique bumpers and a larger grille. 

Standard features on the Pop include 
power windows and locks, remote entry a 
CD stereo with an MP3 jack, air conditioning 
and cruise control. Sport and Lounge models 
add a USB/iPod compatible Bose stereo, a 
leather-wrapped steering wheel with audio 
controls and upgraded seating fabric. Many 
features standard on higher trims are op- 
tional on lower ones. 

The front-wheel drive 1.4-litre four-cylinder 
uses Fiat's MultiAir technology; the engine 
makes 101 horsepower and works through a 
five-speed manual transmission. A six-speed 
automatic is optional on the Pop and Sport; 
it's standard on the Lounge. 

Building on the excitement of the 2012 Fiat 
500 is the new Fiat 500 Abarth, designed for 
track-day enthusiasts and driving purists who 
want the ultimate high-performance small 
car with the pedigree of an exclusive Italian 
exotic. With its all-new 1 ,4-litre MultiAir Turbo 


engine, Abarth-tuned suspension and brake 
systems, race-inspired design and technol- 
ogy features not traditionally included on a 
small car, the new 2012 Fiat 500 Abarth will 
unleash the brand's legendary performance 
heritage to London streets. 

Stir Your Emotions 

The Suzuki Kizashi, available at Ultimate 
Automobiles of London, is now sold in 30 
countries around the world since it was first 
launched in the U.S. and Japan in 2009 and 
Canada in 2010. The performance and so- 
phistication of the Kizashi have been highly 
praised, which has led the Kizashi to win 
numerous awards and accolades in North 
America, including a recently announced top 
rating (beating out 13 other models in the 
mid-size segment) in the J.D. Power and As- 
sociated 2011 U.S. Automotive Performance, 
Execution and Layout Study. 

Powered bya 2.4-litre, 180-hpfour-cylinder 



TEST DRIVE THE AWARD-WINNING SUZUKI KIZASHI TODAY! 519.686.3754 ■ ultimateautomobiles.ca 






IT WOULD APPEAR 
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lexusoflondon.com 


I LEXUS OF LONDON 

1065 Wharncliffe Road South (519) 680-1900 



Shifting Dears 


FIATCanada.com 



FIAT of London 

Watch for the new FIAT Studio opening mid November 

1 422 Fanshawe Pk Rd W. (at HydePark Rd) 

(519) 641-3000 
www.fiatoflondon.com 



Presenting your next customer. . . 


COMING IN 2012! The London Relocation Guide is the city's 
only publication that targets potential and newly arrived 
London residents. It's the perfect advertising vehicle for those 
specializing in real estate, moving, insurance, legal advice, 
employment, education, accounting, accommodations, 
dining, retirement, home services and more. 
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engine, Suzuki describes the Kizashi's exter- 
ior as the melding of European style and 
Japanese craftsmanship. Highlights include 
its aggressive wide stance, lowered body 
and protruding wheel arches. A bold mesh 
grille makes a brash statement with its wrap- 
around, projector-style headlamps, while the 
raised rear trunk lid contributes to a fresh and 
dynamic profile. 

For 2012, the Kazashi is available in three 
trim models — S, SX and Sport — each boast- 
ing all-wheel drive and a continuously vari- 
able automatic transmission. Features on 
the S include dual-zone automatic climate 
control, power windows, keyless entry and 
pushbutton start, CD/MP3 stereo with USB 
and auxiliary input, leather-wrapped tilt and 
telescopic steering wheel with audio con- 
trols, cruise control, driver information display, 
overhead console, floor mats, heated cloth 
seats, ten-way power driver's seat, 60/40 
split-folding rear seat with pass-through, rear 
seat side airbags, vanity mirrors, heated mir- 
rors, variable intermittent wipers, and engine 
block heater. 

The SX adds 18-inch alloy wheels, 
automatic headlamps, fog lamps, leather 
upholstery, four-way power passenger seat, 
auto-dimming rearview mirror, power sun- 
roof, rain-sensing wipers, illuminated vanity 
mirrors, steering wheel paddle shifters, pre- 
mium Rockford-Fosgate stereo, Bluetooth 
connectivity and rear parking sensor. 

The Sport exterior features several addi- 
tions, including a unique front bumper, re- 
vised grille, side skirts, chrome trim, rear 
spoiler and special wheels. 

The list of standard safety and handling is 
more than you probably expect, including 
electronic stability program, ABS with elec- 
tronic brake-force distribution and Suzuki's 
synergetic vehicle dynamic control, which 
aids in driver control with minimal intrusive- 
ness. The Kizashi also gets a class-leading 
eight airbags. 








THE HOLIDAYS are upon us and all the annual favourites are 
back for another year, including a visit with St. Nicholas at 
Fanshawe Pioneer Village, Victorian Village at Eldon House and 
Winter Wonderland at Victoria Park. 

Local arts venues have festive music and theatre events 
including Musical Theatre Productions presentation of White 
Christmas, Rita MacNeil & The Von Trapp Childrens Seasonal 
Concert at Centennial Hall, Fanshawe Chorus and Gerald Fagan 
singers' production of Handel's Messiah, Orchestra London's 
Ladies Rockin' Christmas and Encore the Concert Band's annual 
Jingle Bell Rock benefit concert for Mission Services. 

The London Humane Society's Annual Christmas Pet Gifts 
Campaign once again has locations throughout the city until 
December 18. For a complete list of citywide venues, check their 
website www.londonhumanesociety.ca 

On New Year's Day, there are a couple of interesting ways to 
start off the year. You can enjoy a traditional tea at Eldon House 
or get a little exercise and fresh air at Nature London's New 
Year's Day Bird Walk in Springbank Park. 

And, if one of your 201 2 resolutions is to spruce up your 
home, you won't want to miss the 1 8th annual Lifestyle Home 
Show. Special guest speakers this year include Jane Lockhart, 
host of W Network's Colour Confidential, CityLine's guest 
design expert Yanic Simard and award-winning Horticulturalist 
and HGTV Host, Denis Flanagan. The show takes place at the 
Western Fairgrounds, January 27 to 29. 


With 10 platinum albums and 30 top-40 singles to his credit. Prince 
brings his Welcome 2 Canada tour to the John Labatt Centre on 
December 5 


december 1-january 1 
VICTORIAN CHRISTMAS AT 
ELDON HOUSE 

Enjoy the sights and sounds of 
historic Eldon House decorated 
for an old-fashioned Christmas, 
519-661-0333, 
www.eldonhouse.ca. 
december 1-4 

CHRISTMAS CRAFT FESTIVAL 

32nd annual show featuring 
unique arts and crafts items, 
Western Fairgrounds, 
519-679-1810, 
www. londoncraftshows.com 

december 2 

NATURE LONDON BIRDING 

Nature London Birding Wing 
meeting looks at New Zealand's 
Birds: From Dominant Species 
to Precarious Status with Dick 
O'Reilly, London Civic Garden 
Complex, 7:30 p.m., free, 
519-649-4168, 
www. naturelondon .ca . 


december 3 
ANIMALERT BAZAAR 

Annual fundraising bazaar and 
rummage sale for local animal 
charily includes attic treasures, pet 
accessories knitting, crafts, silent 
auctions, Western Fairgrounds, 
10a.m.-2 p.m., 519-642-7732, 
www.animalert.ca. 

december 3, 10 & 17 
ELDON HOUSE CHRISTMAS 
PLAY SCREENING 

View the newly released DVD 
production of Eldon House's 
popular Christmas drama-ln this 
Victorian Christmas play, the 
rooms of Eldon House come to life 
with members of the Harris family 
and their servants as they prepare 
for the holidays, 1-4 p.m., 
Interpretive Centre, 
519-661-0333, 
www. museumlondon .ca . 

december 3-4, 10-11 
A VISIT WITH ST. NICHOLAS 

Christmas family fun at Fanshawe 
Pioneer Village including pancake 
breakfast, wagon rides, visit from 
St. Nick, 519-457-1296, 
www.fanshawepioneervillage.ca. 


december 4 

IRISH ROVERS CHRISTMAS 

Irish Rovers perform a holiday 
concert at Centennial Hall, 
519-672-1967, 
www.centennialhall .london .ca . 

december 4 

FESTIVE CHOCOLATE & BAKING 

Participants will make delicious 
cookies and chocolates while 
learning the history of chocolate 
and baking techniques, Eldon 
House Interpretive Centre, 
519-661-0333, 
www. m useum london . ca . 

december 5 

PRINCE 

Funk, R&B and rock legend with 
ten platinum albums and thirty top 
40 singles to his credit, at the John 
Labatt Centre, 1 -866-455-2849, 
www.johnlabattcentre.com. 
december 6 

WINTER DREAMS ON ICE 

Some of Canada's best figures 
skaters in a holiday skating show at 
the John Labatt Centre, 
1-866-455-2849, 
www.johnlabattcentre.com. 


december 10 

CRONYN OBSERVATORY 
OPEN HOUSE 

Guided observing through the 
25cm refractor telescope as well 
as additional telescopes, short 
public lecture, 519-661-21 1 1 , 
www. astro, uwo.ca/ explori ngthestars. 
december 11 
ELDON HOUSE TOUR 
Enjoy a guided, 50-minute tour 
of Eldon House with an historical 
interpreter who will provide an in- 
depth history of the house and the 
Harris family who lived there, 1 , 2 
&3 p.m., 519-661-0333, 
www. museumlondon .ca . 

december 14 

MY FAIR LADY 

Broadway in London presents the 
popular musical My Fair Lady, 

John Labatt Centre, 
1-866-455-2849, 
www.johnlabattcentre.com. 
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Celebrating 45 years since their first recording. The Irish Rovers bring their holiday-inspired Merry Merry Tour to Centennial Hall on December 4 


december 18 

CHILDREN'S CHRISTMAS PARTY 

Children will experience the spirit 
of Christmas past playing games, 
making crafts and treats, and 
visiting with Father Christmas, 
Eldon House, 1-4 p.m., 
519-661-0333, 
www.museumlondon.ca. 
december 19 

RITA MACNEIL/VON TRAPP 
HOLIDAY CONCERT 

Rita MacNeil & The Von Trapp 
Children's Seasonal Concert, 
Centennial Hall, 5 1 9-672-1 967, 
www.centennialhall.london.ca. 

december 22-23 
VINYL CAFE CHRISTMAS 

Stuart McLean A Vinyl Cafe 
Christmas, The Tradition 
Continues, Centennial Hall, 
519-672-1967, 
www.centennialhall.london.ca. 


december 28-29 

SYNCHROFEST INTERNATIONAL 

World's top synchronized skating 
teams compete at the John Labatt 
Centre, 1-866-455-2849, 
www.johnlabattcentre.com. 

december 31 

COUNTDOWN LONDON 

Annual outdoor family event with 
live entertainment and fireworks, 
Victoria Park, 51 9-661-5000, 
www.london.ca. 

january 1, 2012 

NEW YEAR'S DAY BIRD WALK 

Start out the new year with 
Nature London's New Year's Day 
Bird Walk in Springbank Park, 
meet the leader at the parking 
lot by the former Guy Lombardo 
Museum on the west side of 
Wonderland Rd. ( 1 0 a.m., 
519-457-4593, 
www.naturelondon.ca. 


january 1, 2012 

NEW YEAR'S DAY LEVEE 

Tour Eldon House and enjoy 
music in the drawing room 
and hot cider and treats in the 
Interpretive Centre, 1-4 p.m., 
519-661-0333, 
www.museumlondon.ca. 

january 7-8 

LONDON BRIDAL EXPO 

Exhibits, experts and fashion 
shows, Western Fairgrounds, 
519-679-1810, 
www.westernfairdistrict.com. 

january 8 

DISNEY LIVE 

Disney Live presents Three 
Classic Fairy Tales at the John 
Labatt Centre, 1-866-455-2849, 
www.johnlabattcentre.com. 


january 12-14 

WINE AND FOOD SHOW 

Sample some of the best food and 
wine in the area, enjoy cooking 
demonstrations, tasting seminars, 
exhibits, new Corporate Mixer 
Night and return of Ladies Night, 
Western Fairgrounds, 
519-438-7203, 
www. westernfa i rd istrict. com . 

january 20-22 

ELGIN KENNEL DOG SHOW 

Annual all-breed dog show at 
Western Fairgrounds, exhibitors 
with dog products, 
519-438-7203, 
www.westernfairdistrict.com. 
january 14-15 
MONSTER JAM 
World premier monster truck 
series at the John Labatt Centre, 
1-866-455-2849, 
www.johnlabattcentre.com. 
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january 13-15 

PSYCHIC EXPO 

London's largest international 
psychic event, Centennial Hall, 
519 672-1967, 
www.centennialhall.london.ca. 

january 20 

NATURE LONDON MEETING 

Cathy Quinlan speaks on the 
Thames River Watershed, Civic 
Garden Complex, 7:30 p.m., 
519-660-8537, 
www.naturelondon.ca. 

january 23 

ROYAL WINNIPEG BALLET 

Presenting Svengali at the John 
La batt Centre, 1-866-455-2849, 
www. johnlabattcentre.com . 
january 27 - 29 
LIFESTYLE HOME SHOW 
Everything for home and garden 
improvements, expert speakers, 
demonstrations, environmentally 
friendly options, prizes, Western 
Fairgrounds, 519-686-0343, 
www.lhba.on.ca. 
january 30 

BROADWAY IN LONDON 

Presenting Fiddler On The Roof, 
John La batt Centre, 
1-866-455-2849, 
www.johnlabattcentre.com. 

february 10-12 

MOTORCYCLE EXPO 

Motorcycles and accessories, 
riding destinations, detailing 
products, leathers and boots, 
travel-ready clothing, financial 
services, jewellery, artwork and 
more, Western Fair Agriplex, 
519-319-5339, 
www.womex.ca. 

MUSIC 

AEOLIAN HALL 

Upcoming events and concerts 
include Ignite London, a high- 
energy evening of 5-minute 
talks (Nov. 30), CD release tour 
for Madison Violet (Dec. 7), a 
seasonal Celtic celebration from 
Rant Maggie Rant (Dec. 8), 
Canadian Celtic Choir: A Celtic 
Silent Night (Dec. 1 7), guitarist 
Don Ross (Jan. 1 3), Six Weeks 
in Venice, a lecture series on 
opera, art and history of Venice 
(beginning Jan. 26), 
519-672-7950, 
www.aeolianhall.ca. 


CUCKOO'S NEST FOLK CLUB 

The season of concerts at 
Chaucers Pub continues with 
a Christmas concert featuring 
Scallywag plus the annual tacky 
gift exchange (Dec. 11), followed 
by Ian Bell & Enoch Kent (Jan. 2 1 ) 
and Brian Pickell & Friends (Feb. 

5). 519-473-2099, 
www.CuckoosNest.folk.on.ca. 
ENCORE THE CONCERT BAND 
Coming up is a holiday concert, 
Jingle Bell Rock, their annual 
benefit concert for Mission 
Services (Dec. 4, Central 
Secondary School), 
www.encoretheconcertband .ca . 

FANSHAWE CHORUS LONDON/ 
GERALD FAGAN SINGERS 

Upcoming concerts include two 
productions of Handel's Messiah, 
one with Fanshawe Chorus at 
Centennial Hall (Dec. 1 0) and a 
second with The Gerald Fagan 
Singers at St. Peter's Basilica 
(Dec. 1 11,519-433-9650, 
www. Ifscgfs .com . 

FOREST CITY SINGERS 

This non-profit choir presents its 
Annual Christmas concert, The 
Spirit of Christmas, with The 
Peniel Hand bell choir joining 
the singers. There are three 
performances, tickets $ 1 5 at the 
door: Rowntree United Church 
(Dec. 2, 519 432-8075), 
Riverside United Church (Dec. 6, 
519 472-7285), St.John The 
Evangelist Anglican Church 
(Dec. 9,519 432-3743). 

JAZZ BY THE BOG 
Concert series at St. Aidan's 
Anglican Church includes 
Winterlude featuring Dave 
Wiffen, saxophone (Jan. 27, 8 
p.m.). Tickets, $20, available 
at the door or in advance from 
all Belle Air Music locations, 
Chapters North and South and the 
church office 5 1 9-471-1 430, 
www.staidans.net. 

LONDON COMMUNITY 
ORCHESTRA 

Coming up is their Young 
Soloists concert on Dec. 1 8, 
Dundas Street Centre United 
Church, 3 p.m., 

519-432-4461, 

www.lco.ca. 



Canada's beloved storyteller Stuart McLean brings his Vinyl Cafe 
Christmas to Centennial Hall on December 22 and 23 


MUSIC WESTERN 

The Don Wright Faculty of 
Music at The University of 
Western Ontario presents a 
series of concerts performed 
by students, faculty and 
internationally renowned guest 
artists. Most are free. Upcoming 
events include Ensemble Series 
concerts that feature Early Music 
Studio, Symphonic Band, Jazz 
Ensemble, Percussion Ensemble, 
UWO Singers and Wind 
Ensemble events on Dec. 1,2,5 
& 7, Fridays at 1 2:30 events at 
von Kuster Hall on Jan. 1 3, 20, 
27 & Feb. 3, faculty or guest 
recitals on Jan. 9, 15, Feb. 2 
8 ». 3 and various other special 
events including Tuba Christmas 
in the music building lobby (Dec. 
7) and UWOpera presentation 
of Die Fledermaus (Feb. 3-1 2), 
519-661-3767, 
www.music.uwo.ca. 


LONDON CONCERT BAND 

The 20 1 1 -20 1 2 concert season 
continues with a holiday concert 
Christmas Kringle (Dec. 1 3, 7:30 
p.m.). All concerts take place at 
Aeolian Hall, 5 1 9-439-4757, 
www. londonconcertba nd . ca . 


LONDON JAZZ SOCIETY 

Upcoming concerts include 
London's own Dixie 5 and Friends 
(Dec. 4), 519-433-4789, 
www. london jazzsociety. ca 


LONDON MUSIC CLUB 

Every Thursday is Electric Blues 
Jam and every Friday is Acoustyle 
Open Mic, both 9 p.m. Other 
shows include Garnet Rogers 
(Dec. 3), Craig Cardiff (Dec. 9), 
Danny Michel (Dec. 1 8), New 
Year's Bash (Dec. 31), Everything 
Fitz (Jan. 1 4), Jason Fowler &Jory 
Nash (Jan. 28), 5 1 9-640-6996, 
www.londonmusicclub.com 


LONDON MUSIC HALL 

Upcoming shows include 
Silverstein with Searching For 
Satellites, Dancing With Paris, 
Horizons (Dec. 4), Midway State 
with Hunters & Anglers (Dec. 1 4), 
Baptized in Blood & Cancer Bats 
(Dec. 15), 519-432-1 107, 
www. londonmusicha II .com . 
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ORCHESTRA LONDON 

The Masterworks, Orchestra 
London's flagship classical series, 
continues with Folk Dances (Dec. 
3) and Aimez-vous Brahms (Feb. 

1 1 ), The Cathedral series has 
an annual holiday favourite, 
Messiah (Dec. 7), Red Hot 
Weekends features a Ladies 
Rockin' Christmas (Dec. 16-17) 
and Dark Side of the Moon, Pink 
Floyd's classic rock album (Jem. 
20), the Pops series has a Family 
Christmas Special featuring music 
from ballet, opera and classic 
sing-a-long (Dec. 1 1 ), Tapestry 
featuring Juno-nominee Denzal 
Sinclaire (Jan. 1 5) and Music 
from Stage & Screen (Feb. 5). 
Their Serenade Brunch series at 
The Best Western Lamplighter Inn 
continues with Valentine Brunch 
(Feb. 12). For family events, see 
the Arts for Kids section, 5 1 9- 
679-8778, 

www.orchestralondon.ca. 
SERENATA MUSIC 

The 201 1-201 2 season for this 
non-profit, chamber music concert 
series continues with Charles 
Neidich, clarinet and Joshua 
Grunmann, piano (Jan. 15, 3 
p.m.), 519-433-8332, 
www.serenatamusic.com. 


ST. PAUL'S CATHEDRAL 

MUSIC PROGRAMS 

There are several musical series 
offered at St Paul s Cathedral 
including Tuesday Noon Hour 
Organ Recitals. These run year 
round, every Tuesday, 12:15- 
1 2:45 p.m. They are free, no 
tickets required, 51 9-434-3225, 
www. stpa ulscathed ra I . on .ca . 

THEATRE 

GRAND THEATRE 

Coming up is a show the whole 
family will enjoy, Roger's & 
Hammerstein's Cinderella (to Dec. 
31), followed by Ed's Garage, a 
small-town Ontario comedy (Jan. 

1 7-Feb. 4). At the McManus stage 
is the PlayWrights Cabaret, an 
opportunity to witness the talent 
of local playwrights through short 
scripts (Jan. 1 3-14), 5 19672- 
8800, 1-800-265-1593, 
www. g ra ndthea tre . com . 

ORIGINAL KIDS THEATRE 
While Original Kids specializes 
mainly in shows for young 
audiences, they also have 
productions the whole family will 
enjoy including Les Miserable 
School Edition (Dec. 6-1 1 ) the 
musical drama Oliver (Dec. 1 6-22) 
and the popular musical Cats (|cm. 

1 1-1 5). All shows at Spriet Family 
Theatre, Covent Garden Market, 

5 1 9-679-0598, www.oktc.ca. 


PALACE THEATRE 

Coming up is Musical Theatre 
Productions' White Christmas (Dec. 
9-1 7) and Dance Steps' production 
of the Nutcracker (Dec. 3-4). The 
London Community Players season 
continues with a classic adventure, 
Treasure Island (Feb. 3-1 1 ), 
519-432-1029, 
www. palacethreatre.ca . 

GALLERIES 

MUSEUM LONDON 

Upcoming and ongoing exhibits 
include Kim Moodie: All But 
Not (until Dec. 1 1 ), Barroco 
Nova: Neo-Baroque Moves 
in Contemporary Art (until Jan. 

1 ), Victor Romao: Southwestern 
Gothic (until Jan. 1 ), Gary Spearin: 
Inifiniti (ongoing), From Family 
to Factory: London on the Home 
Front (ongoing), The River Thames 
(ongoing) and The Hospital on 
South Street, a special exhibition 
paying tribute to the recently 
closed South Street Hospital that 
had operated on that site since the 
1 870s (until Jan. 8), 
519-661-0333, 
www. museumlondon .ca . 

MCINTOSH GALLERY 

Upcoming exhibits include Barroco 
Nova: Neo-Baroque Moves in 
Contemporary Art (until Dec. 1 7). 
519-661-3181, 
www.mcintoshgallery.ca. 


SMALLER/SPECIALTY GALLERIES 

You can see the works of several 
different artists coming up at 
The Arts Project including David 
Strauss and Greg Benz (to Dec. 

1 0) and Sam Chilvers (Dec. 

1 3-24). The Art Exchange has a 
group show with a local theme 
called The Heart of Old South 
featuring images of Old South (to 
Dec. 24). The Michael Gibson 
Gallery has a historical survey 
of clay sculpture by Margot Ariss 
(Dec. 2-3 1 ) and the Thielsen 
Gallery has its Annual Christmas 
Exhibition Featuring Eric Atkinson, 
Alex Cameron and Tony Urquhart 
(Dec. 1-22). The Arts Project also 
has a series of winter art classes 
beginning in January including 
Portraits in Oil, Portrait Drawing, 
Creating Collage, Sculpting the 
Human Head and more. 

ARTS FOR KIDS 

IMAGINATION STATION 

Every Sunday from 1-3:45 p.m., 
kids of all ages are invited to 
drop by Museum London's no- 
cost Imagination Station and let 
their imagination take them on 
an artistic journey. Every talent is 
welcome and encouraged to grow 
through interactivity with provided 
materials, 

519-661-0333, 
www. m useu m london . ca . 

LONDON REGIONAL 

CHILDREN'S MUSEUM 

Upcoming special events include 
Early Years Play Date: Music & 
Movement (Dec. 6), St.John's 
Ambulance Therapy Dogs (Dec. 

1 1 ), Bring in the Wild Show and 
Meet and Greet (Dec. 1 7-1 8), 
Early Years Celebrate Days: Early 
Learners (Dec. 22), St.John's 
Ambulance Therapy Dogs (Jan. 8), 
Early Years Play Dates: Winter Fun 
(Jan. 10), P.D. Day Camp (Jan. 

20), Early Years Celebrate Days 
(Jan. 24), 5 1 9-434-5726, 
www.londonchildrensmuseum.ca. 

ORCHESTRA LONDON 

FAMILY CONCERTS 

Cushion Concerts is a unique 
Saturday morning series designed 
for children under age 6. Coming 
up is Family Folk Music (Jan. 2 1 , 
Central branch library) 5 1 9-679- 
8778, www.orchestralondon.ca. 



Considered one of today's true innovators of guitar composition and technique, Don Ross plays the Aeolian 
Hall on January 13 
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TETHERWOOD 

S PA 

651 Windermere Rd, London 
519.438.7977 | tetherwood.com 


LIMEBLU 

655 Fanshawe Park Rd W, London 
519.657.7977 | limeblu.com 





The 
White House 


eaance 


Creenstone |© 


ALSO AT THE WHITE HOUSE 

THE 

BRA BAR 


256 Oxford Street E. 

519-679-8511 
Open Thurs. & Fri. 'til 9 


